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Lebanon  County’s  Part 

in  the  Revolutionary  War 


By  CAPT.  H.  M.  M.  RICHARDS 


When  the  termination  (^f  the  Revolutionary  \\*ar  had  "iveji 
i)irth  t(')  a new  power  ainoiyq’st  the  nations  of  tlie  world,  which 
was  ordained*to  he  controlled  by- a free  and, independent  people, 
our  little  county  of  I^ehanon  had  not  yet  seen,  as  such,  the  lie^ht 
of  day. 

file  part,  therefore., which  it  took  in  this  war  must  natur- 
ally refer  to  the  deeds  and  action.s’  of  those  inhabitants  in’  the 
jiarent  trountv,  Lancaster,  who  then  dwelt  within  the  confines 
of  its  present  limit.s'. 

This  makes  the -task  of  writing:’  such  an  history  the  more 
difficult,  as  it  is  not  al\\  a\  s possible  to  discriminate  between  resi- 
dents and  H( Mi-residents.  and  it  is  .altogether  probable  that  our 
”’ood  counts'  of  Lebanon  must  needs  be  the  sutiterer  therebs . 

It  is  onlv  just.  then,  that  we  should  start  out  with  the 
I^remise  and  undcrstandin.Lf  that  many  Lebanonians  were  sc;it- 
tered  throughout  dis  ers  rey^iments.  and  battalions  of  the  patriot 
arms',  svhere  thev  did  most  h^sal  service,  but  svho.se  deeds  it  is 
impossible  t('i  consider  even  tlnniyh  this  pajier  svere  not  confined 
to  a neeessar'ls'  brief  and  burned  scanning-  of  the  subject  under 
consideratii,)!!. 


V/ 
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1 li.Tt  it>  pc  u cr-c  1)\  nirmt'aii>  Lackwaial  in  pix  inp'  uttcr- 


tact  that.  ( >n  Iuik'  '774-  *•  nicc;‘tinp  \\<i>  icmi  «u  uif  irmic  ui 
(apt.  ( irc.-naua!t  : »>t  which  .M.'iior  ji'lin  I’liilip  Oc'llaas  was 
chairman  and  j(»hn  l.i,Lt1it  sccrct.aiw  . i'hc  pinpxrsc  of  this  incct- 
inp-  w:is  to  pia.icst  tpuninst  the  action  ot  ( Ij'c.'it  Urit.ain  in  shnttin;:^' 
up  the  port  ot  1 M )st(  in.,  and  to  assert  tlieir  w illinpne.''S  to  ttike 
>nch  action  a^  niii^ht  he  needed  to  redrew.''  the  wronp>  wliich  ,ha<l 
l)een  done.  whde.  at  the  stmie  lime.  e\|)re>>imT  ''\inpath\  with 
tlu'ir  conntiw  iiK  n m .\ew  h.npland. 

I'.wnts  h;;.-'tened  alon.Lf  .->o  rapidU  that,  on  .\ovemher  22 
of  the  same  \ ear.  it  w ;i>  re>o!\  ed  that  for  eticli  j3t>'H'ict  .-there 
.■^houl(l  he  cho>en  a committee  whose  dut\  it  would  he  to  "oh- 
ser\e  the  conduct  of  till  persons,  touching'  tlie  i&mend  associa-* 
tiou  of  the  peiieia!  coU” re.^s.  ’ d'liis  important '■Loinmittee  of 


Decemher  15.  1774.  and  compriM,d  tile  fi.ilk iwiu^'  me;ul)ers  for 
what  is  now  I.ehanon  county: 

L.i'banon — rhoma.-'  (kirk.  ( urtis  ( iruhh.  Ilemw  Li'yht. 
Henry  I'.ueliler, 

Hi'tlu'i — Ludwig  .Sliiuw.  ('a>])er  l\o!ir.'  jolm  lieshore.  Kil- 
lian 1 .( >114.  Sainuel  I < me--'. 


//c'(/(7/>(Ty — |ohn  W else;-.  ' 

I he  (.mtiia'  committee  met  at  Lanctrster  on  Januaiw  14th 
followinp.  and  ap|)ointe<l  deputies  to  the  I’rovincial  k Ouveutioii 
held  at  I ‘hilade!])hia  on  the  -i^rd  of  j.'muary.  ( >n  .Mac.  1st  the 
committee  ,re>ol\  (.'d  to.  organize  associaiors  for  public  - (lefeice. 
The  first  comjiam  enrolled  was  that  of  Londonderry,  followed, 
iir  a few  da\s.  hv  the  Heidelberg  com])an\'.  thus  showing  that 
the  ( ierman  iuhtibitants  were  fullv  as  |)atriotic  :is  their  Scotch- 
Jri>h  neiyhbor,-'. 

(,)n  June  14.  1775.  titree  d.ays  before  the  cla.-'h  of  arms  on 


tince  to  the  patriotism  which  inspired  th 


on  on 
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Hunker  I lill.  and  a dav  before  the  api)ointment  <)f  (.ieorge  W'aslr- 
ii^lon  as  Comniander-in-L'lhef.  Ce>ngress  authorized  the  raising 
o^  a hody-of  expert  ritlenien.  to  serve  ofie  year,  wliieh  became 
the  renowaied  "Kitle  _ Uattalion"  of  the  ContineiUtd  Arnu'  and 
the  ■■|•ir^t  Defenders"  of  onr  W ar  for  Independence.  In  iliiv 
celebrated  body  of  troops  were  two  com])anies  from  Lancaster 
county. — that  of  Capt.  James  Ixoss.  nuiinlv  from  the  present 
county  (if  the  stime  mnne.  ;md  that  of  Capt.  .Matthew  Smith, 
iiitiinly  trom  the  ])resent  D;iu])hin  coimt\.  It  is  liv  no  mean> 
improb;d)le  th.at  in  the  enrollment  of  both  these  coniptmies  were 
those  who  resided  in  what  i>  now  Lebanon  county,  and  thtu  the\ 
.-'hared  in  the  operations  td)out  Hoston.  iiv  the  tirduous  and  j)eril- 
oiis  expedition  under  .Arnold  to  Canada,  and  in  the  succeeding 
glorious  operations  of  the  h irst  I ’einisylvania  Continental  Re.gi- 
ment  into  which  manv  of  the  survivors  of  the  RiHc  Hatttilioii 
re-enlisted.  • ' * 

4'he  time  soon  came' when  it  was  evident  that  ti  i)eaceful 
■solntion  of  the  troubles  with  the  mother  country  could“hardl\ 
l)c  hoped  ftw.  d ire  various  colonie.-',  from'  day  tc>  dav.  becaiiK- 
more  imbued  with  the  feclin’g  tlnit  a ■sc]vira.tion  was  unav(;id;d)le. 
I ]>  to  .'tpril.  i~/<\  a'l  talk  of  independence,  however,  had  been 
< f a privtite  nature!  .\orth.t  arolina  won  the  honor  of  mtiking 
the  h’r.-t  mo.ve- on  .\i>ril  i_’lh,  when  its  deiegtites  in  L'ongrcS' 
were  instructed  "to  concur  w itji  the  delegates  of  the  other 
Colonies  i”,  declaring  indei)endence  and  forming  foreign  ;dl:- 
aiu  e."  In  A short  time,  both  Rhode  Lhind  tmd  then  .M;is.-'a- 
chu-'Ctts  followed  the  ex;nni)le  of  their  southern  sister.  It  wa^ 
\ irginia.  ho\ve\er.  who.  on  June  7th.  through  Riclnird  1 lenr\ 
Lee.  nude  the  motion.  "’riKit  these  Loiiteth  t olonies  tire,  tmd 
of  right  ought  to  he.  free  tmd  independent  States,  tmd  thtit  the\ 
tire  absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  I’.ritish  C'rown."  Three 
w eeks  ltit<.'r  this  resolution  w tis  passed  unanimously,  b>hn  t hek- 
msiiu.'of  1 V‘iin-'\  1 vainti.  ttlone  op|)osing  it.  1 he  Decltiratioi  1 ot 
I nik] lendence  tollowed  ti.--  ti  mtUter  ot  cour.-'e  on  July  4th. 
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Sinootlrlv  as  thc-alnn'c-prKCcvtTin^s,  iiiav  read.  llie  result  was 
altaineir  oul\  wirh  ^reai  diftieultv.  The  iL^rievanees  ut  the  e- 'L  >- 
n:es  t('  the  nortli  ami  snnth  were  i>f  such  a character  that  they.' 
were  readih  arouseil  to  n^ytressive  action  and  eayer  L-r  .rep- 


aration. l-*enus\ Ivnnia  had  ho  iyrievauces.  aud  hoped'for  a pea.ce- 
ful  solution  of  the  ditt'ereuces  which  e.Kisled.  Its  .Vsseiuhly 
instnteted  tlieir  re])resentati.ves  in  l'i''n!L;Tess  to  reject  any  j)ro|v  i- 
s’.tii'u -looking  tow  ards  such  se])aration.  and  front  this  stand  the\  . 
would  not  recede.  W ithout  the  assent  of  1 'ennsylfania  anti  its 
active  o'-operation.  Kiiijy.  as  it  (lid.  hetween  tlie  other  colonies, 
an  .armed  opposition  to  ( ireat  "Uritain  was  dtioined  to  taihire 
in  advance.  I rsyentlv  necessary  as  was  the  approval  of  I’enn- 
sylvaiiia.  how  eoitld  sucli  a])])roval  be  obtained  desitite  llie 
a\owed  opposition  of  its  onlv  Jeyal  pttwer,  the  ..\sseniblv.  to 
indepemlence  ? f 

In  despair  of  other  means  proving  successful|  Congress 
was  forced  to  practically  iisurit  cite  authority  of  the  .\ssembl\- 
by  a resolutii.n.  (tn  .Mav  13th.  authorizing  "tlie  respective  as- 
semblies and  coment;r>ns  of  tlie  I'nited  States,  where  no  gov- 
ernment-sufticient  to  the  e.-vi^vneies  of  their  attair.s  has  been 


Iiitlierio  established,  to  adopt  such  ii-overumeiit  as  shall,,  iu  the 
< opinion  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  best  comhice  to  the 
haojiir.ess  .and  safety  of  their  cc>nstituents  jn  particular,  and 
-\merica  in  general."  V - 

# . . s 

.\rhitrarily  iyiioriny  the  i)ower  which  this  r>sf)Lution  actualK 
conierrcd  upon  the  .\ssembly.  a ma.ss  nieetino-  of.Whiys  was 

held  prompth  . on  Mav  20th.  in  the  .^tate  1 louse  Yard,  which 
declared  its  pur])ose  to  be  to  "take  measures  toYlect  a Conven- 
tion to  frame  a LfTnstitutit'iji-"  .\j)plication  was  hr  once  made  to 
the  "Committee  of  Inspection  and  ( Ib.sbrvation  of  the  Cit\-  and 
IdbeVties’l  to  call  a conference  of  the  various  "Committees  of 
Ins])ection  and  ^ 'bservation"  of  the  .several  ct'iunties  to  frame 
.Cich  a coiistitiuioiK  d'hese  bodies  as.stsnbled  in  rhiladel|>liia 
oil  June  oSth.  The  dele.yate's  from  the''’(  lerman’  eounties  held 
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the  balance  'if  power,  and  it  was  with  their  consent  a inessciiLter 
w a^^ent  to  I oipi^ress  declaring  the  willinffness  of  tile  Conven- 
tion I to  conenr  in  a vote  of  the  Coni^ress  declarin’..^  the  Cnitefl 
(o'lonies  to  be  free  ;nul  independent  Sttites." 

It  is  well  tluit  we  and  onr  posterity  should  never  forywt  uluit 
an  ini])ortant  jitirt  Lebanon  C(junty  thus  had  in  the  passayn-  of 
the  declaration  of  independence  tuid  in  esttibli>hiiit4  the  free- 
dom of  thi>  coiintrv. 

( )f  the  serx  ices  of  the  people  of  Lelianon  ( 'onntx  in  t!ie 
reymlar  Ciaitinental  battalions  and  rei^inients.  it  is  difficult  to 
write  so  as  to  do  them  justice.  They  were  in  \ arious  oryuuiiza- 
tions.  I’roliabix'  .scime  of  them  .followed  the  lead  of  their  dis- 
tine:iiished  fellow-citi;cen  John  Philip  de  Haas,  who  hail  served 
with  credit  throut^h  the  h'rench  and  Indian  W ar  from  1757  to 
1765;  was  on  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  ( )bservation  at 
the  outbreak  of  the  Revolution;  was  made  Colonel  t>f  the  First 
Pennsylvania  Ihittalion  to  rank  from  January  22.  1775;  took 
])art  in  the  unfortunate  Xorthern  Camj^aitrn  of  1777;  became 
I'olone!  of  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Continental  Re;2>meut.  with 
xx+iich  he  did  valiant  dutv  at  both  P.ramfywine  and  ( iermantowu  : 
jiroiiK  ted  to  Pritiadier-t  leueral  on  I'ebruary  21.  1777.  a:ul 
served  continuouslx'  until  1778.* 

Main  of  {.Item  undoubtedly  were  members  of  the  Cerman 
Continental  Regiment,  and  associated  with’ their  fellow -t"\\  ii>- 
men.  Ciil.  N'ichulas  i laussei^irar  and  Ca]it.  John  \'  eidmau. 
takiny  ]>art  in  the  battles  of  Trenton  and  Princeton.  I’.randx- 
wine  and  ( le’rmantciwn.  White  Plains.  Monmouth,  and  w n h 
l^ullivau  in  his  successful  frontier  campaioii  ayaiu-t  the  Indian.'. 

( hhers  doubtless  served  with  Lieut. -Col.  Jo>eph  W .uhI.  of 
.^t.  Clair's  .^ecoud  1 ’>attalii>n.  later  the  Third  Penn>\ Ixania  L'on-. 
tinental  Reyinient.  on  their  campai!2n  in  Canada  in  1770.  and. 
later,  at  To  ;md\  w ine.  .Monmouth.  Paramus.  and  w ith  Wax  ne 
in  17S1.  dnriny  his  southern  campaign. 
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\\c.  have  the  record  vl  one  entire  coinpairv — that  of  Ca]H. 
I’eter  Cirubl).  Jr.,  wliich  formed  a ])art  of  Miles‘s  Ritle  Re^i- 
ment, ^fou^ht  valiantly  at  Roni;'  L^land.  suffered  at'l-'ort  W'ash- 
inu'ttaiNa.'ndered  nol)le  service  at  I '•randywine  and  Cerniantown. 
and  was  i^iven.  the  post  of  honor  and  danger  at  Momnoutli. 

Keyond  that  of  tlie  regular  enlistments  in  the  Continental 
.\rniv,  much  and  valuahR  service  was  rendered  throui^iiout  the 
entire  war  by  the  emeryrenc\'  men  of  1 ’ennsylvania^  who  ti)ok  up 
arms  whenever  th-/  occasion  demanded.  ( )f  this  service  W’ash- 
iiii^ton  himself  has  spoken  in  terms  of  highest  praise. 

llattalions  of  Associators  were  or;^:anized  in  Lancaster 
Coulifv  duriny:  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1775.  amonj.ist 
which  was  the  Secamd  Kattalion.  under  command  of  Col.  I'hilip 
Lorentz  (irecuawalt.  Lieut. -C\d.  I’liilij)  Marstellar.^lajor  Sam- 
uel Jones,  composed  princi])ally  of  Lebanon  Countf  men.  ( )ur 
esteemed  Secretary.  Dr.  S.  lb  lleilman.  has  in’ his^])Ossession  a 
])hoto  reproduction  of  the  commission  (jf  his  i^reat-jjrand.father; 
John  Adam  lleilman.  as  a lieutenant  in  the  Second  Ikittalion, 
August  28,  I.775-  on  which,  fffty  years  later,  said  ancestor  made 
an  entry  to  show  that  he  had  participated  in  the  battle  of  Long 
Ishmd.  A facsimile  of  the  lleilman  commission  is  here  shown. 

Even  while  Conctress  was  striving  to'inake  our.  immortal 

4 

Declaration  of  Independence  <m  established  tact,  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  I British  forces  was  detennined  to  crush 
out  at  once  the  incipient  rebellion  of  the  Colonies  by  a deadly 
bl(wv  embracing  the  capture  of  .Xew  \ ork  City,  and  W a.sjiing- 
ton's  army  as  well.  . . ■ . . 

( )n  June  3,  1776,  Congress  direeted  the  establishment  of  a 
■■Rying  Camp"  in  the  middle  colonies' and  resolved  "that  thir- 
teen thousand  eight  hundred  militia  be  employed  to  reinforce 
the  army  at  Xe'wi  York." 

The  several  counties  began  at  once  and  er.thnsiasticall v the 
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formation  of  their  ''Associators”  into  battalions  for  this  “Flving 

% 'Fhese  troops  were  placed  tinder  command  of  Gen.  ffu^h 
3fercer  (killed  at  Princeton,  Jan.  3.  1777).  and  stationed  at 
I^erth  .-\mlKu-  and  points  north  of  that  place,  opposite  the  west 
side  of  Staten  Island,  where  the  Ilritish  forces  were  encamped. 
Prior  to  July  15th,  some  two  thousand  of  its  men  were  sent  to 
W’ashington,  at  Xew  York,  where  many  of  them  did  noble 
duty  in  the  battle  on  Lon«  Island.  August  27-tly  Parts  of  the 
Flyiii"  Camp  took  part  in  the  later  movements  about  .\ew  York 
City,  especially  in  the  battle  and. capture  of  Fort  Washington, 
and.  when  there  came  the  <lark  days  prior  to  Trenton  anri 
Princeton,  the  cau.se  was  saved,  and  these  battles  "ained,  merel\- 
by  the  presence  of  these  same  emergency  men. 

The  battle  of  Lon."- Island  was  one  .of  the  most  important 
and  desperately  fou."ht  of  the  entire  war.  The  intention  of 
the  enemy  was  to  make  of  it  a victory  to  be  complete  and  final, 
ft  was  indeed  a dej eat.  but  that  it  did  not  prove  to  be’  a disaster 
was  owin"  to  the  vakw  bfTOur  Peonsylvania  trobp.s.  of  which 
Lclianon  County  furnished  a no  inc(')nsiderable  j)ortion. 

P>uKa  small  bodv  of  some  five  thousand  .American  troops 
were  stationed  on  Lon"  Island,  nearly  all  of  them  Penns\l- 
vaniaiLs.  ( )Ti  the  e.xtreme  left  was  Col.  .Miles’  Ride  Re"iment ; in 
the  center  was  Col.  .-Vtlee’s  Musketry  LJattalion  with  some  Dela- 
ware and  .Maryland  trooi)s : on  the  ri"ht  were  the  .Associators 
from  .Vorthampton.  Perks  and  Lancaster  Counties.  Opposed 
to  this  little  army  were  .some  twentv  thousand  veteran  Pritish 
and  Hessian  soldiers  whose  i)urpos'e  was  to  Hank  the  .\merican 
left,  ."et  in  the  rear  and  capture  the  entire  Ixxly,  followin."  up 
this  advanta."e  bv  a rapid  advance  into  .\’ew  ^ ork  City,  and 
the  utter  defeat  of  the  remainder  of  \\'ashin"ton's  troops. 

Cnfortimatelv.  throu"h  a blunder  mi  the  part  of  the  .Ameri- 
can "eneral  in  command,  and  in  sjiite  of  the  warnin"s  given  by 
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Lol.  the  eneniv  tHcl  succeed’ in  turning;,  the  .American  left 

and  c^ettinjx  in  their  rear,  but  because  of  the  (lesi)crate  resist- 
ance. which . thev  eucountered  on  tlie  part  of  alf  the  rennsyl- 
vanians.  Iiotli  regulars  and  associators.  they  were  held  iu  check 
long  enough,  to  enable  the  army  to  retretit  aiul  to  make  the 
. Ilritish  victorv  barren  of  the  results  for  which  they  had  hoped. 

In  this  galkint  tight  we  are  aware  that  Lapt.  (irubb's  com- 
pany took  part  as  an  integral  jionion  of  Col.  Mjles'  Ride  •Ivegi- 
ment.  It  is  more  difificult  to  ascertain  correctly  the  ccjinpanies 
of  .Vssociators  which  were  engaged.  .\ot  only  are  all  existing 
records  very  incomplete,  but.  in  addition,  we  must  remember 
that  not  all  the  battalions  of  .Associators  marched^. fp  the  front 
as  originally  organized,  and  as  a whole.  .Separate  companies 
from  various  battalions,  when  ready,  were  fomied  into  new 
battalions  and  pushed  forward,  to  be  followed  by  other  com- 
panies in  other  battalions.  | 

We  have  a record  .of  the  Kirst  llattalion.  I'lying  Camp, 
which  was  in  the  Long  Island  Campaign  and  sufifered  severely 
in  killed,  wounded  and  missing.  It  was  under  Gol.  James  Cun- 
ningham, but  coniinanded  by  Lieut. -Col.  William  Hay  in  the 
battle.  Among  its  officers  who  seem  to 'belong  to  Lebanon 
Countv  were  Caj)t.  Jacob  Klofz,  commanding  the  Third  Com- 
pany {'originally  of  Col.  M.  Slough's  l’.at(alion)  : .Second  Lieut. 
kolK'rt  Coleman,  of  Capt.  Ja'mcs  Watsoh-W Jyecond  Companv 
(originally  of  Col.  fhomas  Porter's  LattaHon)  Second  Lieut. 

Weiser,  of  Capt.  Timothy  (dreen's_  Eighth  Companv; 

Third  Lieut.  Henry  Ruehler,  of  Capt.  John  AlcOuown'.s*  Xinth 
-Company.  ' ' ^ . . 

• If  the  officers  were  of  Lebanon.  County,  it  is  but  natural 
to  infer  that  the  .same  can  be  said  of  many  of  the  members  of 

their  .companies. 

% 

. Capt.  Thomas  Koppenheffer.  (T  Col.  Tim.othy  ('ireen's  Hat- 
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taliiin,  also  went  tn  the  trout.  takiniLr  part  in  the  operations  after 
•tfC  battle  o t I -oiu.t'  Ishiiul. 

^ I he  ser\ ice  ot  those  who  were  in  the  jerse\  c;iinptii,_;n 
lasted  t^eiterally  till  )■aIUlar\■  and  I'ehruary.  1777.  d'he  rei:iirn> 
ot  the  I ’ennsylx'ania  .Militia  and  I-'lvinjT  Camp,  under  command 
of  llri'ctuher  ( ieneral  Mm^h  .Mercer.  Perth  .\mho\  . ( )ctol>u‘ "S. 
177'’-  >ho\\  [lie  toiliiwinLt  from  I-.ehtmon  L onntx’ : 

.M  ii.i  ri.\ 

OHHCEkS 
\Nl>  .Whs 

f ol.  .'klouith.  ;it  h'.li/aheth 


Col.  Klotz ■ r 150 

Lol.  jtnnes  Cnnninpliami  at  h'ort  Co'nstitntion it)7 


The  retinni  o-f  I ’enns\  lvania  .Militia  at  I'renton.  Decemh 
1-  '77‘*-  .JT’ves  the  followihi.t'  who  were -from  our  count\  : 

(h-;.\.  |.\.\ir.s  I'.wiNo’s  J’.kicaok 
C o!.  klutz’s  Kattalion.  . ^ i< 

» (ii-.x.  I'.Dw  \i\i)  IIaxo's  I’iKio.M)!-: 

L'ol.  James  A unninyham'>  I V-atttdion  ■ 507 

.'>!iortl\‘*  a fter  this  date  the  arm\-  left  d'renton  and  moved 
towards  I ’hi!adel[)hia.  returning  December  23th  to  snrpri>e 
the  llessians  -there  stationed.  Itps  to  he  regretted  that  no 
s])ecitic  records  are  a\ailahle  to  show  ju.<t  whtit  ]>art  our  Lehti- 
non  L'ountv  troops  took  in  the  euAakements  at-  Trenton  and 
Urinceloii. 

It  will  he  noticed  that  L apt.  Klotz  liad  been  ])romotcd  to 
the  command  of  a hattaliiai. 

The  treatment,  by  the  llritish,  of  the  prisoners  taken  :it 
I. oil”  Island  and  hort  W hishin^ton  will  always  he  an  uyl\  st.iin 
on  their  name  and  fame.  1 Inddled  together  m foul  ])ris.)n  siiips. 
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with,  an  insulificiencv  of  air.  water  and  food,  .they diccL  hv  the 
thousands  and  were  liastily  interred  'on  the  adiainin<y  shore, 
where-  -their  ne^ected  bones  lay  in  unknown  anrf  alinost  for- 
ijotteu  "raves  until  recentlv.  when  they  were  "athered 'ti)"ether 
and  finallv  "iveu  a decent  burial. 

Anu)u"st  these  martyrs  were  uu(|uesti(aiahly  some  of  those 
wh()  went  from  our  eountv.  and  who  are  at  least  deserving  of 
our  "rateful  remembrauce  upon  each  recurriu"  V<-‘'iinrial  Dav. 

The  ne.xt  move  of  importance  by  the  enemy  was  their  at- 
tempt to  capture;  Philadelphia  in  the  fall,  of  1777.  which  brou"ht 
about  the  battle  of  Prandywine  on  September  nth.  The 
mihria  ofllie  several  counties  were  hastily  mobi-lizefbTo  sooii  as 
the  actual  movements  of  the  P>ritish  became  apparent.,  .^[any 
of  . the  battalions  succeeded  .in  "ettiii"  to  the  froftt  in  time  to 
])articipate  in  this  en,"a"ement.  where,  under  cpmiiand  of  (ien. 
Armstron".  a veteran  of  the  French  and  Indian  \\4ir,  they  were 
stationed  at  the  fords  below  Chad's.  The  movement  of  the 
enemy  beiu"  to  turn  the  American  ri"ht  flank,  by  crossiu"  at 
the  upper  t4)rd.  these  troo|)s  were  not  enabled  to  take  a verv 
active  part  in  that  memorable  conflict. 

The  defeat  laye  incurred  necessitated  the  calliu"  out  of  all 
remaiuTu"  emergency  battalions,  and  the  fnilitia  remained  with 
the  main  army  until  it  had  "one  into  eneampment  for  the  winter 
at  \'alle\  h'or,"e.  takiii"  part  with  it  in  all  the'" operations  duriiy" 
the  remainder  of  the  year  1777. 

.\t  the  battle  of  flermantown.  on  ( )ctober  4th.  a detach- 
ment. under  (Icn.  Jan(cs, Potter.. was  sent  to  make  a 'demoii- 
stration  at  the  Middle  Ferry  (now  Market  Street),  opposite 
Philadelphia,  to  keep  the  enemy  occupied  while  the  attack  was 
made  at  (jermantown.  "The  remainder,  under  (len.  .Armstron". 
were  ordered  down  the  Manatawny.  road,  by  \'an  Deerin."'s 
mill,  to  "et  upon  the  enemy's' left  f1au(c  and  rear.  Mere  they  did 
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^00(1  service  until  forced  to  retreat  by  the  unfortunate  issue' of 
■lie  conflict  elsewhere. 

I 1 he  whole  period  of  service  uj)  to  X'alley  For^e  was one'of 
constant  nianoeuvcrini;.  continuous  marching',  two  battles, 
several  engagements,  that  of  Edge  Hill,- on  December  yth.  and 
that  near  the  lllack  Horse  Tavern  and  Matson’s  F(md.  on  De- 
cember iith.  with  various  skirmishes. 

While  doubtless  there  were  soldiers  from  Lebanon  count\' 
in  all  of  the  eleven  Lancaster  county  battalions  which  were 
then  in  service,  yet  the  following  comiianies  were  verv  largeh' 
•of  that  character  and  demand  especial  notice : 


FIRST  15ATT.-\L1()X  _ 

Colonel.  I’hilip  Greenawalt. 
Lieutenant  Colonel.  Idiilip  Marsteller. 
Major.  Samuel  Jones. 


FIU.ST  CO.MIVV.W 

Captain.  Qisper  Sti>ever. 

First  Lieut..  .An.drew  kicker. 
Seeonii  Lieut..  Sebastian  WMIf. 
Fusion.  Charles  Rehrick. . 

■nm<i)  co.M  i‘.\.\  V . 
CnLtain.  Philip  W'eiser. 

First  .Ludwig  Shott. 

Seeond  Lieut.,  John  Stone. 
Third  Lieut..  John  Thomas. 

I'llTH  co.M  I’.N.W 
Captain,  .Mich'l  Holderbaum. 
First  Lieut..  George  Xagle. 
Second  Lieut:.  Lucas  Sholly. 
Fusii^u.  .\le.\ander  .^^arIin. 


.SKCO.VO  CO.MnA.N-V 

Cap  fain:  William  Paine. 

First  Lieut..  .AiuIkuiv  Kellc 
Second  Lieut..  Jacob  .Matti. 
Fn.svi^n.  \ acancy. 

i-'oL’U'ni 

- C a/»/ano-Xleorge  Xull. 

First  Lieut.,  fas.  Mortersteel. 
Second  Lieut..  Michael  Minigh. 
Fhsii^n.  Cieorge  Meiser. 

si.xrp  co.Miw.w 
Captain.  Leonard  Immel. 

First  Lieut.,  .Michael  Ditt'en- 
baugh. 

Second  Lieut..  Peter  P>erry. 
Fnsii^n.  Alichael  Spengler. 
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SE VE  N T II  ’ CO  M PA  K V 


Caf'tain,  Valentine  Shoufifler.  --(Tn/’7n/n.  Hen|\-  Slien 
First  Lieut..  Matthew  Henninij.  First  Lieut.'.  Philip 


Second  Lieut..  John  Gossert. 
Ensigu.  Peter  JJasebore. 


KICHTH  COM  PAN  Y 

Sheaffer. 

W'olfers- 

• berger. 

Second  Lieut..  Xicholas  Zol- 
linger. 

Ensign.  George  I'rank. 


NINTH  CO-MPANV 


Coptoin.  Daniel  Oldenbruck. 

EHrst  Lieutenant.^Ahr^ham  Smith. 
Second  Lieutawnt,  John  Rewalt. 
En.dgn,  P^FHeckert.  • 'k 


I 


SIXTH  B.VTTALIOX 


(Commissioned  July  31,  1777.) 
Co/o/ip/.  John  Rogers.  . 
Lieutenant-Colonel.  Robert  Clark. 
Major,  William  Brown. 


FIR.ST  COMPANY 


^<;EC0ND  COMPANY. 


Captain.  Thos.  Koi^enheffeir 
First  Lieut.,  William  Hill. 
Second  Lieut.,  John  Barnett. 
Ensign,  John  Armstrong. 


Captain.,A^hTOse  Crain. 

First  Lieut.,  Isaac  Hanna. 
Second  Lieut.^  lames  Stewart. 
Ensign,  John  Bickel. . 


THIRD  COM  PAN  VT 


FOU  RT  H CO.M  P.\  N Y 


Captain, ~ ]3.s.  McCreight. 
First  Eieut.,  Abr.  Latcha. 
Second  Lieut.^  John  Strain: 
Ensign,  James  Willson.'  - 


William  McCullough. 
.First  Lieut.,  William  Young. 
Second  Lieut.,  George  Beasor. 
Elisign,  lohn  Thomson. 


Y.  .L  --Safe' 
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ril'Tii  coiiPA.w- 
Caf'tain.  [’atrick  HavsT' ' 

I'lrst  Lieut..  Samuel  W'eir. 
Second  L/e///... James  W'allace. 
Lusii^u.  James  Willson. 

si:\  i:\ TH  COM  f,\.\v 
C af'tatii.  William  Laird. 
furst  Lieut.,  ]ohu  Mcl*'arland. 
Second  Lieut..  Michael  Rahn. 
Lusii^ii.  Jacob  Keeker. 


. SI.KTH  CO.MP.VXr  ■ 

Captain , Joseph  McClure. 
First  Lieut,,  James  Johnson. 
Second  Lieut.,  James  \\  illson. 
Ensign,  Joseph  Willson. 

F.iniiTH  co^rp.\.\v 

Caf^tain,  Michael  3Ioyer. 

First  Lieut.,  .\braham  .Allis. 
Second  Lieut.,  Michael  Krown. 
Ensign.  Peter  Linea weaver. 


LLFA’ LXTH  B.-VTT.-VLK )X 


Colonel.  Timotliy  Green. 

Lieut.  Colonel.  Peter  Hedrick. 

Captains,  James  Raiders.  William  Brown,  Rich  McOnov 


■X'otwitlistandinij  the  terrible  punishment  inflicted  upon  the 
savayes  on  the  frontfers  by  General  Sullivan  in  1779.  .anti  the 
losse.s  which  they  sustained  because  of  previous  expeditions,  yet 
they  still  continued  their  marauds  "against  the  people  livini^  on 
the  borders,  and  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife  were  not  aL 
lowed  to  grow  rusty  from  want  of  use.  A portion  of  the  Ger- 
man Continental  Regiment,  in  which  were  many  Lebanonians, 
was  retained  from  SuHivan’s  - force  to  guard  the  inhabitants 
after  the  main  army  had  returned.  In  addition  it  became 
necessary,  at  times,  to  employ. battalions  of  militia  to  operate 
against  the  Indians.  During  the  fall  and  winter  of  1780  there  . 
was  ordered  on  this  service  in  Xorthumberland  countv  the 
second  battalion  ffom  Lancaster  county  which  <vas  o inpo.sed 
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principally  of  men  froai  wliaf  is'  now  our . I^elxinon  county. 
Their  roster  is  as  follows : | . 

5F.COXr>  15.\TTALI()X. 

Lieut.  Cdi.  Thos.  Edwards. 

Major,  X'aleutine  Shoufflef. 

Cliajlaiu.  Rev.  Conrad  lUicher. 


FIR.ST  COMl*.\.\  V 


.si-:c  o\i)  CU.M  i‘.\.\v 


. ((^n  Mav  L.  1780) 

Captain,  Baltzer  Orth. 
Lieutenant.  .John  Orth. 
Lnsii^n,  Daniel  Stouffler. 

THIkf)  COM  I*.\NV._ 

Captain.  Casper  Stoever. 
Lieutenant.  Michael  Hernner. 
Lnsiyn.  Xich.  Conrad. 

FIFTH  COMP.X.W 


Captain.  Mich.  1 folderbaum. 
Lieutenant.  .\le.\.  .Martin. 
F.nsii^n.  Henry  Fo^. 

FOL'RTII  cImJ’.X.VV 
Captain.  David  |Crause. 
Lieutenant.  Ph.  Greenawalt. 
Lusi.i^n,  Jacob  Einbi^b.  ■ 

SIXTH  CO.MP.X.W 


Captain.  John  3rooix.  Captain.  John  Stone. 

Lieutenant.  Jacob  Zolliiiijer.  Lieutenant^,  Geo.  P)Owman.  ■ 
Liisii^n.  Michael  3Iea.se.  Lusii^n.  Alich.  Tice. 

" f r 

SKXFXTH  COMPANY.  , El^^in^  C().M  I‘.\  X V 

Captain,  W endel  W’ever.  Captain,  John  ('/assert. 

Lieutenant.  Mich.  Teefenbagh.  Lieutenant,  John  Field. 
Lusi^e,n,  Mich.  Haae^,  Ensign,  Jaq.  .Lehman.  , 

Durino^  this  service. 'the  company  of  Capt. -Orth  was  offi- 
cered as  follows; 


Captain,  'Baltzer  Orth. 

Lieutenant.  .Alex.  Martin, 
c . • * , 

Ensign,  Jacob  Embigh. 
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( )utsi(lc  of  tlic  fact  that  Capt.  Wcndcl  Weaver's  Company, 
ami  a part  of  the  Si.xth  Uattalion.  had  a short  tour  of  dut)"  in 
I’.ucks  County,  September.  1-781.  the  onlv  other  service  ren,- 
dered'l)\  the  I:ebanonians  was  that  of  Quardimj  ])risoners  at 
I,el)anou  and  I.ancaster.  The  records  show  the  following'  serv- 
ice ("if  that  character  at  I.ancaster: 


Sh:C(  )\1)  I'.ATT.AfJt 


L a])t.  I loIderI)arn. 
Capt.  l\eam. 

Ca])t.  Stoever.  . 
Capt.  Krause. 


May  1 to  June  30.  1781. 

June  22  to  Julv  30,  1781. 

July.  1781. 

Autjust  20  to  October  20.  1781. 


Capt.  .Moore  and  Lieut.  I h'-wman.  .^epteml)er.  1781. 

Capt.  .Stone September,  i/Si. 

In  addition  to  tliose  just . named. -a  j)orrion  of  the  .Sixth 
Uattalion  was  on  similar  duty  in  July  and  .\uy:ust.  1781.  § 

Ileyond  the  hardships  encountered  by  its  soldiers  the  «^Vd 
people  of  I.ehanon  conntv  had  their  own  burdens  to  bc^wat 
home.  ^ 

.-\lthoui2;h  the  exi)edition  to  Canaria,  in  which  .St.  Clair's 
Uattalion  tocT'  part,  did  not  meet  with  the  expected  measure  of 
success.  _\et  it  resulted  in  the  ca])ture  t»f  a certain  number  of 
Uritish  officers.  Those  of  the  .Seventh  Rec^i'ment.  Royal  I'usi- 
leers.  taken  ])risoners  at  ..St.- Jolm’s,'  arrived  at  I.anca.-ter  on 
1 Jeceiubgr •<).  1775.  where  thev  renicained  on  parole  until  ,\pril. 
177b.  when  many  of  them  were  removed  to  Carlisle.  A ork.  and. 
because  of  an  eiddemic  e>f  smallpox  at  the  latter  place,  to 
Lebanon. 


These  were  billeted  on  the  inluibitants  of  the  town,  then 
cianposed  of  but  some  twi^  hundred  houses,  much  to  their  an- 
noyance. .After  a vit^orous  protest,  they  were  finally  placed  in  a 
couple  public  houses,  one  of  which  was  kc])t  b\-  Matihew 
Alclliufh.  (hi  tile  earl\'  inorninq’  (il  June  14th,  all  the  pris- 
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.oners,  with  their  servants,  started  out.  apparentlv  (m.  a -hshin;Lr 
trip,  towards  Cornwall,  and  never  returned,  d'heir  ahsei|:e. 
under  die  eircu'instances.  caused  uo  ap])rehen.^ion  until  their 
failure  to  put  in  an  appearance  hy  nie;ht  when  it  became  too  late 
to  ap{)rehend  them.  ' - 

d'liere  was.  naturally,  much  excitement  over  diis  occur- 
rence and  laiullord  Mclftnyh.  heiny  susi)ected  as  an  accomjilice. 
came  near  heiny  mobbed  by  the  po])ulace.  but  hnally  matters 
resinned  their  usual  (piiet. 

d'his  was  but  the  beyinuiuy  of  other  troubles.  W’itb  the 
victories  at  'rrenton  and  Princeton,  many  Jlessians  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the-.Armerrcans.  ■ The  authorities,  takiny  into  consiUa^ 
eration  the  fact  that  these  troops  were  but  mercenaries,  wisely 
decided  to  send  such  prisoners  to  yhe  counties  occupied  l)v|[he 
loyal  Penusylvania-Ciermans.  who  sjioke  the  same  lanyuayei  in 
the  hope  that  such  intercourse  miyhf  result  iu  at  least  defacliSipy 
manv  of  them  from  the  Pritish  .Army.  Such,  indeed,  was  the 
case,  riiese  llessian  prisoners  were  employed  as  laborers  in  the 
mills  and  on  the  fanps.  they  saw  how.  their  American  brethren 
of  the  same  blood  and  lauyimye  were  surrounded  by  plentv 
and  always  prosi)erous.  Many  of  them  never  returned  to  their 
colors  but  rema^ied  in  Peniisylvania.  some  were  even  instru- 
mental in  induciny  their  comrades  to  desert,  and  to^such  extent 
at  least  the  llritish  cause  was  weakeiu'd.  To  thi.s-.day  their 
descendants  are  amonyst  us  as  honored  citizens.. 

( )n  .Auyust  27.  1777.  the  first  installmetit  of  Hessians,  three 
hundred  and 'forty  in  number,  arrived  at  Lebanon  in  charye  of 
Col.  Curtis  Cirubb.  and.  notwithstandiny  the  protest  of  J’astor 
.I’»ader.  as  well  as  the  otifer  of  the  brethren  of  his  conyreyation 
to  rent  a larye  house  in  the  town  itself  for  the  jiurpose.  they  were 
assiyned  to  the  Hebron  .Moravian  Church,  which  remained  as 
one  of  our  old  landmarksnmtil  very  recently.  Two  hundred  of 
them  were  put  into  the  church  (saal).  and  in  ilie  side  rooms 
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(cabincttcr),  while  I'ro.  Uader  retained  possession  of  th.o  foi'a 
lowe^r(»nins  for  his  dwellinc^;  the  remainder  occupied  the 
Rcforj^iod  Lluirch  ii'.  I.ohanon. 


I ho  old  I dobron  diary  contains  many  interostinif  items  v'ou 
cernin>t  the  conduct  i>f  their  unwelc(^mc  visitors.  W'e  are  tvNh' 
that  they  ten^k  the  church  violins  and  bejjan  playing  and  dauv'iug 
both  in  the  church  ami  out  of  it;  that  they  destroyed  iwopertv 
burnt  fences,  and.  t«>  tiiuHe  the  record  itself,  acted  "Shanteftd'v 
as  they  certainly  wmild  not  dared  to  have  done  in  1 lesse  a:  thv' 
j)arsonage.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  all  this  caused  gws'. 
l‘>ro.  r.ader  much  worriment  and  an.xiety  of  soul.  L’nava'dm^ 
api)eals  for  relief  were  made  to  Colonel  Marstellar.  whvN 
succeedeil  Lhdonel  Crubb  in  the  command,  resulting  ouK  >>o 
promises,  llapihly.  on_October  2Qth.  about  lo.oo  .A.Cvi,,  the 
barrack  master.  David  Krause,  gave  notice  to  theMo.'vsi,\^tv 
.much  to  tlieir  discomfort.  tc»  leave  in  half  an  hour,  whett  thc\ 
were  taken  t(^  the  Lutheran  Church  in  town  by  Capt.  C^Klettbt  tt^ 
and  his  compan\'  ttf  militia. 

-\"o  sooner  ha;l  they  gone,  however,  when  it  \yas  anuv'\mcvs; 
tlm  the  building  was  to  be  usecl  as  a Kbsi^ital  for  the  w^^mah^'. 
from  the  fietds  of  Lrandywine  and  Germantown.  I'or  the  tune 
this  calamity  was  averted  as.  ii>stead.  the  Messians  returucvl 
their  old  (|uartcrs  on  Xoveiiiber  17th  in  order  to  niake  'thv' 
Lutheran  Church  available  as  a i>owder  magazine. 


( )n  December  i()tli  suddenly  aj)peare(L General  de  II.ovn 
and  l.V.  Kenned\'.  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  .-\nm-.  whv'  mi 
formed  I’astor  l\ader  that  it  was  necessary  to  bring  mam  vv* 
the  sick  t<.)  his  church  from  Ilethlehem  and  elsewhere,  and  th.o 
the  Ilessians  would  be  rehioved  to  make  room  for  them. 

llere  was  a new  fright,  but.  after  many  remonstrances  .m,; 
much  pleading,  (piarters  for  the  sick  were  sought  eUewheu' 
and.  oil  D-cember  27th.  Ca])t.  Oldenbrug  was  able  to  )o\ 
announce  thai  places  for  alf.  upwards  of  four  hmulred  ;mp 
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*t\vent\\  had  been  found  in  Schaeffe'rstown.  It  would  be  inter- 
esting^ to  know  just  where  the  hospital' was  located  in  that-li|tle 
town,  but  on  that  subject  the  annals  seem  to  be  silent.  It  is 
reasonable  to  presume  that  the  Lutlreran  church  was  so  occupied, 
being  then  the  largest  public  .building  of  the  place. 

The  vear  1778  opened  with  the  same  old  troubles  at  Hebron. 
.Amongst  the  prisoners  were  some  seventeen  Hessian  women 
who  procured  and  sold  liquor,  the  result  of  which  could  “only 
mean  carousing.'  fighting  and  noise,  much  to  the  discomfort 
of  the  peaceful  occupants  of  the  lower  Hoor. 

In  the  early  part  of  January  it  had  been  decided  to  replace 
the  Hessians  with  one  hundred  and  twenty  cartridge  makers, 
by  no  means  an  agreeable  change,  but  three  houses  in  Leb^on 
were  seized  by  Capt.  Oldenburg  for  that  purpose  instead.  . f 

('ll!  January  6th.  many  of  the  prisoners,  who  had  been  fm- 
])loyed  in  outside  labors  at  mills  and  elsewhere,  began  to  return 
in  large  numbers  until  one  hundred  and  fifty  were  packed  iiv  the 
building,  so  that  they  hardly  knew  how  to  lie  down. 


Again,  on  January  16th.  it  was  resolved  to  use  the  church 

for  making  cartridges  as  it  was  necessary  to  find  roonvfor  some 

three  hundred  cartridge  makers  in  the  town',  and  again  they 

were  spared  this  infliction,  a house  being  found  elsewhere.  : 

A X , 

At  long  last  word  came  for  the  final  removal  of 'the  Hes- 
sians but  it  was  some  days,  even  weeks,  before  they  were  gone. 
They  were  taken  to  Middletown.  Our  erstwhile  enemies,  how- 
ever. despite  the,  annoyance  they  caused  Bro.  Bader  and  his 
people,  despite  their  noise  and  cafousing  which  was  by  no  means 
uncommon  to  patriot  as  well  as  foe,  rich  and-popr  alike,  in  those 
days,  despite  a great  many  oTher,  things,  which  are  usually  not 
conducive  to  good  feeling  on  the  part  of  those  who  are 


prisoners,  had  become  ouV  friends.  ■ They  refused  to  leave  the 
building  and  began  deserting.  On  'March  1st,  the  record  savs. 


■ LEBANON  COUNTY’S  PART.  IN  REVOLUTIONARY  WAR  400 

‘\sev^?n  ran  away  last  nii^ht  and  fiv'e  the  night  before.  Todav 
the  gifird  was  made  stronger.  It  was  noon  before  thev' 
marche^.  Many  bade  us  a cordial  farewell,  and  wept  much.” 

They  were  barely  out  of  sight  when  again  Major  \\  atkins 
called  to  secure  the  |)lace  for  his  cartridge  makers.  This  time 
he  persisted  in  taking  the  Iniilding.  in  spite  of  objections  and  a 
demand  made  on  him  to  produce  his  authority  for  the  act.  ( )n 
\\  ednesday.  .April  2<;th,  he  came  with  several  wagon  loads  of 
powder.  Admission  being  refused,  the  doors,  \vhich  had  been 
K)cked.  were  broken  o])en  and  the  powder  unloaded  in  the 
church  as  well  as  in  the  brethren’s  hall. 

This  was  apparently  too  much-  for  the  brethren  to  pass  by 
in  silence.  A committee,  consisting  of  Adam  Orth  and.  Qiristo- 

tpher  Kucher,  were  sent  to  lay  their  complaints  before  the 
Hoard  of  War.  theivat  A'ork.  Pa.,  which  was  done  the  beginning 
of  May  with  so  much  success  that,  on  .Alay  4th,  the  powder 
was  directed  to  be  removed,  and  other  less  dangerous  stores^ 
■ put  in  its  place.  Even  then  Major  V\'atkins  refused  to  make 
the  change,  and  hiuch  additional  time  elapsed  before  the  old 
Ilebmn  Church  returned  to  its*  original  owners  considerablv 
t:ie  worse  tor  wear  and  tear. 

To  many  of  the.  readers  of  this  i)aper  it  will  be  apparent 
that  a great  deaPdf  what  has'  just  been  written  consists  ('yf 
extracts  from  the  cotemp(waneous  diarv'of  the  ITebfcm  .Moravian 
Ch  urch  which,  fonu'nately.  has  been  preserved  to  us.  d'o  those 
other  readers,  who  mav  not  be  so  familiar  with  localities,  it  is 
well  to  add.  in  passing,  that  Hebron  is  on  the  outskirts  (>f  Leba- 
non city  to  the  east,  distant  about  one  mile  at  present,  but  even 
now  rapidly  beeanning  a part  of  its  larger  neighbor. 

This  diary  gives  us  a very  complete  record  of  the  events  of 
that  time,  in  so  far  as  they  may  include  the  occurrences  of 
which  thev  treat.  We  have  seen  to  what  uses,  as  hospitaL  and 
powder  storehouses,  were  placed  the  Reformed  and  Lutheran 
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churches  af  -Lebanon.  The  j)rivate  hoicses  occupied  for  car- 
tridge making  cannot  be  located,  but  it  is  stated  that  a,f|)\vdcr 
iua,!^azine  was  establislied  in  an  old  buildinj;'  on  Tenth  street 
a , short  distance  west  of  "the  Ouittapahilla  Creek  Avhich  was 
afterwards  turned  into  a barracks  and  the  aiuinunition  removed 
to  Lancaster,  beiii"  taken  there  by  twenty  wagons  which  made 
from  four  to  si.\  trips  each,  showinct  that  the  (|uantity  was  larijc. 


l’>y  no  means  was  this  the  e.xtent  of  the  tjood  work  done 
in  our  county,  liesides  beine;  a storehouse  for  ammunition, 
while  L-hiladelphia  was  occupied  by  the  1 British,  it  was  also  a 
depot  for  supplies.  large  number  of  gimsmitbs  were  collected 
heTe-at  work  for- the  Continental  army.  Shoes,  especially,  .u^re 
manufactured,  and  large  quantities  of  leather  tanned.  The  full 
quota  of  teams  were  supplied  for  the  use  of  the  governme|t.  and 
this,  of  itself,  was  no  light  matter.  Throughout  the  leng|h  and 
breadth  of  its  borders  went  the  authorized  committeesj  some 
to  collect  blankets  and  clothing  for  the  men  who  were  freezing 
at  \’alley  Forge  and  elsewhere,  some  to  gather  forage  for  the 
hungr\'  horses,  and  yet  others  to  iwocure  food  supplies  for  the 
starving  soldiers. 


Probably  some  of  the  most  material  help  rendered  by  Leba- 
non c(nmty  was  that  which. came  from  the  cannon  and  munitions 
of  war  cast  in  its  furnaces,  even  though- many  o^  the  workmen 
engaged- in- the  'astings  were  taken  from  the  ranks-xi^the  Hes- 
sian pris(jiiers  of  whom  we  have  ju.st  spoken. 


One  of  the  striking  personalities  of  those  early  days  was 
Henry  \\  illiam  Stiegcl.  or  “P>aron”  Stiegel  as  he  is  better  known^* 
who  was  born  near  the  city  of  Mannheim,  riermany.  aboiit  the 
year  1733.  Descended  from  a noble  family  he  came  to  .America 
in  1757.  settled  on  a tract  of  land  in  Lancaster  county  and  laid 
put  .the  present  town -of  Mauheim.  Here  he  erected  a mansion 
"and  lived  in  a style  far'surpassing  anything  j;o  which  his  neigh-' 
bors  were  accustomed.  He  established  a glass  factorv  which. 
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unfortunately,  did  not  prove  to  be  a successful  venture.  He 
alsofurchased  a furnace  located  six  miles  from  SchaetYerstoun. 
originally  erected  by  Jo’ni  (or  Jacob)  Huber  as  early  as  1755. 
and  named  it  “ l-dizaheth,"  1 1 ere  shot  and  shell  were  made  for 
tlie  Provincial  army  (hirinj;  the  h'rench  and  Indian  War.  but  a 
worse  fate  was  reserved  for  I’aron  Stiej^el  than  he  deserved. 
Misfortune  overcame  him  and  he  died,  during:  the  summer  of 
”1  coni|)arative  povertv.  I'he  f’dizabetii  I'urnace  wa.>  sold 
at  Sheriff’s  sale  to  Haniel  Pennezet  in  the  spriiye;;  of  1775 
Liter  passed  into  the  hands  of  Ivobert  Coleman,  a memher  of 
the  fannly  which  has  been  identified  with  our  iron  industries  for 
i^enerations  and  which  has  done  so  much  for  the  material  wel- 
fare of  Lebanon  county.  P>y  him*  quantities  of  munitions  of  war 
were  manufactured  for  the  patriot  army  and  various  cannon 
cast.  The  iron  chain  which  was  stretched  across  the  Delaware 
river  below  Pliiladelphia.  to  ])revent  the  passage  of  the  P.ritish 
war,shij)s.  came  from  his  Salford  Forge,  near  Xorristown.  Pa. 
He.  later.  ac(|uircd  an  interest  in  the  Conuvall  ( )re  Panks.  'The 
ICiizaheth  I'urnyce  went  out  of  hlast’finally 'in  1856.  wjien  it  was 
abandoned  and  dismantled.  '• 

1'hese  />re  hanks,  with  their  wonderful  formatimi.  con- 
stitute the  most  remarkable  hoily  of  iron  ore  in  the  world,  and 
are  not  surpassed  c\en  hv  the  famous  iron  mountains  of  Mis- 
souri. . Pecause  of  them  Cornwall  has  lonj^  been  the  seat  of 
iron  inauufacture.  d'he  famous  charcival  furnace,  still  standhig. 
which  went  oul  f)f  blast  l■'ehruary  11.  1883.  althou.i^h  yet  in 
good • condition,  .and  w:is  then  probably  the  oldest  in  existence, 
had  furnislied  Jiiateritil  to  the  iron  trade  for  years,  establishing 
an  unsurptissed  record  for  its  product.  It  was,  this  furnace 
which,  supplicil  Jarge  (luanFties  of  iron  for  the  cannon  and  balls 
made  for  WashingtinCs  army  during  the  Revolution.  The 
chain  of  title  to  this  property  .shows  the  names  of  men  who  were 
l)rominentU  identified  with  the  war  and  did  much  to  promote 
the  cause  of  inde])endence. 
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- ■ L'he  Cornwall  estate  ho.uins  with  a warranr  to  Jo'in.  I'lioinas 
and  William  I’enn,  dated  May  8.  17S-.  I'y  tlieiii  assigned  ti> 
Joseph  and  James  d'urner.  who  a>siyiied  :t  to  \\  dliam  AlK-n 
(three  hundred  acres  and  alKnvances ) . hy  him  conveyed,  ,\o- 
vemher  28  and  2<).  1737.  tor  one  hnndi'e(l  and  thirtv-hve 
pounds,  to  Peter  (irnhh.  wIk)  died  intesta;e.  I he  estate  des- 
cended to  his  two  sons.  Curtis  (irnhh  and  Pi.ter  ( irnhh.  Jr.,  the 
latter  of  whom,  on  .Ma\’  ,'j.  178(>.  comeyed  an  undivided  s:\th 
part  of  his  share  in  it  to  Robert  Coleman. 

The  whole  subject  befi>re  ns  is  (U'  a mo.-;t  intere>'iin<2  char- 
ticter.  .Mam-  details  mi;2ht  he  ])resented  coverin,!2'  tlie  data 
which  ha.s  just  been  recorded,  but  the  limit  of  sp;w^  assiymed 
to  this  paper  pr*. vents  any  such  enlar;2ement.  W'e  can  only 
trust  that  others  may  fully  perform  this  dut}  at  a liter  date. 

In  all  that  has  been.. said  of  the  part  taken;  by  I.ebanon 
county  in  our  Revolutionary  W ar  we  must  not  overlo.ok  the 
mixe  1 charticter  of  its  inhabitants.  IWen  ;is  tit  the  |)resent  dtiy. 
its  p -pulation  w tis  made' up  mtunly  of  Penn.sylvauia-(  iermtms 
and  iScotch^l rish.  d'he  fortner.  wlio  were  largely  in  the  mti- 
jr>nt''.  were  ayain  sub-di\  ided  into  the  denominations  ( es])eci- 
ally  the  Lutheran  and  Reformed  ) and  into  var'On.^  sects  whose 
reli'2'ious  beliefs  were  opposed  to  the  carrying  on  of  wtir.  d'he 
-Mortivitin  church,  of  which'  frequent  mention  htis  been  made. 
wti>'of  like  pi'inciple.  ' — — 

In  the  excitement  incident  to  war-like  times  and  occurrences, 
many  things  htippened  the  blame  for  which,  lackiiyy  a better 
scape-.eoat,  u tis  laid  to,  the  door  of  the  non-resisters..  Tiundrv 
prisoners  escaped,  witlr  their  connivance  it  was  said,  ;md  the 
leelin-y  against  them,  for  a time,  ran  hip^h  and  bitter.  ( )f  course, 
it  IS  to  h(,‘  ])resumed  that  individuals  in  Lebanon  count\  ma\ 
have  been  deredict.  just  as  individuals  here  and  elsewhere  will 
always,  at  times',  fail  in  their  -duty,  but  if  such  were  tlie  ca.'^e 
amonsyst  those  then  in  our* midst  it  was  certainh  iK.’t  from  di>- 
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loyalty,  as  at  niau\  other  ])lacc*s.  Init  was  more  likdv  owinjy 
to  a touch  (V'  sclhshiicss  wliich  made  them  ,yive  wa\’  to  tt 
nifaueiitarx  temptation  in  the  ho])e  of  seenriny  persi.inal  tiy- 
yraiuhAement.  'Xo.  the  i)eopIe  of  onr  yood  Ixhannn  connt\' 
were  then,  as  later,  ever  loval.  whether  resisters  or  non-resisters. 
and  all  did  their  full  dnt\-  to  their  conntrv.  .Vll  hon'or  tmd 
praise  to  these  nohle  men.  onr  tmce>tors.  who  sticriticed  si_)  mneh 
in  l;i\  iny  the  foundation  of  that  yretit  Ivepnhlic  whose  hlessinys 
We  tire  now  prixhleyed  to  eiijow 
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